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Clandestine describes something kept secret, but that is the exact opposite of the goal of the Northern England-based

Clandestine Collective, a female identified art collective that formed earlier this year. I had the chance to talk with the Pulp Zine’s own Georgia

Grace Gibson, who is one of the Clandestine Collective’s founders, about starting the collective, working with other young artists, and what it is like

to be an artist in a place without an art scene.

The Clandestine Collective Logo by: Eleanor Haswell

So how did the collective form?

Georgia: I ran it across one of my close friends one day in casual conversations both Katherine and Eleanor (two of the other founders) study fine art at the same college as

me, so we often talk about doing things like this together. I just thought, “everyone’s doing stuff like this… everywhere but here.” It’s all big city America and London and

big places with loads of connections. I do really love the North (of England) and I don’t want to put it down at all because there are some great artists here, but the art scene

is pretty dreadful. There are not a huge number of exhibitions, especially not ones run in a DIY style or by emerging artists.
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Photo by Clandestine Collective’s Eleanor Haswell

How did you think of the name for the collective?

Georgia: Thinking of a name was actually so so funny, we must have gone through a million. We first started thinking of them when my friend Elle

and I were on a long bus journey to Manchester and we went through songs and names of flowers and anything we could think of to find something

appropriate. We listened to a few songs that were inspirational, and Debbie Harry’s “Secret Life” had the lyrics “listen while I tell of a secret life,

clandestine lives entwined like vines.” I really liked that idea in comparison to women’s art, especially mixed with the later lyrics where she talks

about “two sides to every story.”

What has the collective accomplished so far?

Georgia: We had our first show at Empty Shop in Durham for two days. Empty Shop is one good part of the art scene of the North East. They take

over abandoned buildings (mostly shops) and turn them into DIY art galleries and performance spaces.

Photo by Clandestine Collective’s Katherine Russell

What are the goals for the collective?

Georgia: We are only a few weeks old, so we haven’t settled on any long-term goals yet. All I really want to do is create a space for girls to share their

art and put it on show for other girls to see as well! I think our main goal will be to put on exhibitions.

http://dropr.com/clandestinecollective
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Do you think there’s something special that comes out of working with other young females? Does it feel like a safer

space?

Georgia: Oh definitely. There’s nothing I love more. It’s really amazing to be around girls that are feeling exactly the same as you, and want to head in the same direction.

It’s very inspiring, occasionally a little intimidating too, but I think that’s good for you. It definitely feels a lot safer. Guys in art can be great and I have a lot of arty guys

who I love (and have worked with), but being in a female identified collective makes me feel a lot safer to do exactly what I want to do without having the whole “can you

be sexist towards a man” conversation every 5 minutes.

Photo by Clandestine Collective’s Meghan Graydon Darby.

How do you plan to reach out both in your community and internationally to other young artists?

Georgia: At the moment we’re just setting up blogs and promoting them on our own personal blogs. I think with nearly all of us having blogs of our

own and people who follow our personal art it’s been easy to get the information out to people. Hopefully, when we get on with the exhibitions,

people will bring their friends and it’ll grow from there.

Photo by Clandestine Collective’s Georgia Grace Gibson.

Are there any collectives you were inspired by?

Georgia: I’m really inspired by the people I work with! I’ve worked with a lot of zines like the Pulp Zine and Cherry and they’ve inspired me a lot,

along with Bunny Collective and The Le Sigh, which I read a lot. They are all zines that take pride not only in the work they post, but in the whole

http://dropr.com/clandestinecollective~?a=gallery112776
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vibe of how their site looks, including logo design, and I really love that. With everything being online and done digitally with graphics these days

literally every part of a collective can be a piece of art.

Is there anything else you think I should know?

Georgia: We are still accepting submissions on an ongoing basis. Email any details to clandestinecollectiveuk@googlemail.com. We are looking for

artists from anywhere in the North of England! This includes anyone who either lives here now, or used to live here and has access to come here for

shows!
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