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Going to high school in what is arguably the coolest city in the country was a bizarre experience. I moved to Portland, Oregon between when it

became the hub for indie musicians in the Pacific Northwest and when “Portlandia” brought its quirkiness to a national audience.

I assume it is comparable to going to high school in Seattle during the early ’90s when Riot Grrrls and Nirvana made the city the center of that

cultural zeitgeist. The problem, both then and when I was in high school in 2009-2013, is that while all the cool 20-somethings are getting jobs in

coffee shops and playing open mics, it took a little longer for teenagers to catch on before the new trend became passé.

While friends from back home, in the less “hip” Chicago,

would constantly ask me if my school was invaded by

hipsters, I would consistently answer “no”. I’m not

saying the kids in my high school were not “cool”, but

they were not the feminist bookstore owners or brunch

obsessed, tech startup yuppies that “Portlandia” made it

seem were the only people who lived in Portland that

mattered. In actuality, the only true hipster claim to

fame that my high school had was that The

Decemberists filmed a music video there.

The problem was that many students there embraced

the same, market-driven trends. When one girl got her

first pair of American Apparel high-waisted skinny

jeans, every girl got that same pair of skinny jeans. It

was a weird bubble in which everyone wore what was

popular approximately six months after it was in Teen

Vogue and finally at Nordstrom Rack. It quickly became

mainstream.

I will admit that I am discussing this in generalities and

there were many students who strayed from the norms.

I also think it is important to note that there is nothing

wrong with dressing like everyone else. It explains the Internet’s obsession with normcore, but there was one significant trend that I still can’t wrap

my head around today.

I do not know how it started. I think someone had a lapse in judgment or could not find their own shoes, so decided to wear their mom’s. Either

way, a large group of girls in my high school started wearing Danskos. And I’m not talking about the cute, wooden clogs or travel appropriate
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sandals. Picture the patent leather, practical heeled pair in black or brown that is only acceptable for nurses and other professionals who are on

their feet all day to wear. And I know you are thinking, “to each their own,” but I ask you, “in what world were these considered fashionable?”

I became even more astonished as the trend continued to grow. I heard friends talk about having to save their babysitting money to buy a pair,

because if there is one thing going for Danskos, they are well made and consequentially not cheap. While I had understood past trends at my school,

this one did not make any sense to me, especially when worn with grey, SmartWool socks, black leggings, and an oversized flannel. This uniform

seemed to be more fitted to the great outdoors than the halls of a high school educating Millennials.

When I asked my friends why they were so obsessed with these damned Danskos (it got to a point where it was unacceptable to own just one pair,)

they said it was because they were so comfortable. I guess this is true, just ask any nurse sporting a pair. But I think it has to do with something

more than simple practicality.

Somehow a group of students, I am positive it could not have started with just one, took a clothing item that was uncool, and made it desirable to the

larger group. This is a high school cliche that has been seen over and over again. Think of the scene “Mean Girls” when popular Regina George’s t-

shirt is cut so her bra is visible through two well-placed holes. While this had been an attempt to bring her down through public humiliation; in

actuality, she walked with arrogance and confidence in her bra-exposing t-shirt, and suddenly everyone cut up their own t-shirts.

While the Dankso situation was not this extreme, I believe it highlights how bizarre high school can be. Some weird things are bound to happen

when you stick 1,000+ hormonal teenagers in a brick prison for seven hours a day. Trends can be a way to feel part of a group when you are

constantly worried about being alone. Sure, it may require putting on what I still believe to be the ugliest shoes ever, but if it makes you feel

comfortable, far be it to from me to judge you.

And do not think that I was Regina’s unpopular counterpart, Janis Ian, who was always original and never dressed like everyone. I was out shopping

a few months ago and found the cutest pair of clogs that were both practical and adorable. And guess what: they were Danskos. See? In some ways,

we never really leave high school…
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